Buying or Borrowing and Used Child Safety Seat

Child safety professionals and advocates do NOdmeeend obtaining and
using previously owned child safety seats. Thermiguarantee for safety when
purchasing a used car seat at a garage sale, didanor thrift store. These
seats may be expired, have missing parts, be dainagmay have been
recalled. There is no way of knowing if these shatge been in a crash and if
they had received damage that can't be seen vathaked eye.

If there is an extremely close family member oerfid and you are very aware
of their driving record it may be ok to obtain a&dseat from them.

However, still take the following steps before yaecide to use any used car
seat:

Verify from the previous owner that the car sea haver been involved in a vehicle crash. Neverause
seat that has been involved in a crash. The seanhotdunction properly and may fail to provide
adequate protection in another crash.

Confirm that the car seat has all its parts ineigdiardware, harness and tether straps, restraihpsy
and manufacturer's instruction booklet. The cat saanot be used unless it is assembled as shown in
the instructions. Many of the parts are availabbenfthe manufacturer. The instruction booklet also
provides detailed, illustrated information on hanacbrrectly install and use the seat. If the ingtan
manual is missing, call the manufacturer to getango to their website and download one using the
manufactures model number and manufactures dateedabel. If you can’t verify the model number
because of missing labels do not use the seatult de recalled or outdated.

Check the condition of the car seat and look fgr@rndence of cracks, chips, or stress lines irstied|;
warping, rust or broken rivets in the frame; ctrizyed edges, broken stitches, or twisting in tambss
or tether straps; tears in the padding; or brokerkles. If there is any visible damage, don't bsedar
seat.

Check the date that the car seat was manufactlinesican be found on a printed label somewhere on
the seat. Older seats may not meet new federaystéadards or have new design features that
improve installation, use and safety. Don't usaraseat that is more than six years old unlessiftedn
by the car seat manufacturer. Many car seats haeg@ration date that can be found on the seat. Ca
seat manufacturers won't warranty their car sdtgs the expiration date.

Find out if the car seat has been recalled byngatlhie manufacturer or by checking the recalldighe
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration's KINSA) web site atvww.nhtsa.govYou will need
the name of the car seat manufacturer, model nuortserial number and date that it was
manufactured. The car seat should not be usedthatiecall issue has been addressed.

Check the weight, height limits and uses of theseat to be sure that it is appropriate for youldch
Also, keep in mind that you don’t know the previaweners sanitary habits. There could be roaches
present or other unsanitary conditions with the.sea

If you're not sure about the safety or sanitarydttoon of the used car seat, don't use it. Dosk yiour
child's life and health to save a few dollars.

Never purchase a child safety seat at a garage sale or consignment shop.
Why?
1. No Known History
2. Missing labels
3. Older than 6 years, and
4. Youdon’t know if has ever been in a crash
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